
WATER LEAKS, TASTE & SMELL 

 

How do I check for water leaks? 

Look at the water usage on your utility bill. Compare your current usage to the same months 
of previous years. Unusually high water usage may indicate a leak. 

Check for toilet leaks as they are the most common. A toilet that continues to run after being 

flushed can waste up to 200 gallons a day.  You will be able to hear or see some toilet leaks, 

but some leaks are less obvious.  

Try this:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TANK 

bowl 

 Remove the tank lid. 

 

 Pour coffee or several drops of food coloring into               

      the water tank of your toilet. Do not flush.  

 

 Wait. 

 

 Within 30 minutes, look in the bowl to see if the 

water is discolored.  If so, then you have a leak in 

your toilet. 

LEAK CHECK BY CITY STAFF. 

If you suspect a water leak, you may request a leak check by City staff.                           

Please call City Hall at 410-939-1800 x-1109  The fee for this service is $25.00. 

 

QUESTIONS/CONCERNS ABOUT WATER TASTE OR SMELL? 

Please call the Water Plant directly at 410-939-1070.                                                                 

Knowledgeable staff are on-site 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. 

Faucets are another common leak source.   

 Make sure the knobs on the faucet are turned off.                                                                              

      If it continues, you have a leak. 


